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DR. JAMES WATERSTON.
T HE death of James Waterston, which occurred on April 28, some weeks after a serious operation, is a severe blow to applied no less than to systematic entomology. For many years past Waterston's entomological interests, though largely concerned with the British Mallophaga (bird-lice) and with the Siphona ptera (fleas), had centred chiefly in the, usually minute, Hymenoptera known comprehensively as Chalcidoidea, many of which are of extreme importance as being in the larval state parasitic in caterpillars destructive to crops, in the pests of stored grain, and in other harmful insects such as tsetse-flies.
Born at Paisley on Feb. 7, 1879, Waterston was educated at George Watson's College and the University of Edinburgh, where he graduated, with honours, in divinity, philosophy and science, and afterwards proceeded to his doctorate in the latter subject. After spending some years in the ministry of the Free Church of Scotland, during which he published many papers on ectoparasites, Waterston resigned his living in the Shetlands, and, in April 1914, joined the staff of the Imperial Bureau of Entomology ; his interest in and work upon the Chalcidoidea date from this period. In May 1917, after receiving a temporary commission in the R.A.M.C., Waterston was appointed entomologist to the Malaria Commission, Salonica, being afterwards mentioned in dispatches and demobilised after the Armistice with the rank of captain. On May 20, 1920, he left the service of the Imperial Bureau of Entomology and entered that of the Trustees of the British Museum, in which at the time of his death he occupied the position of assistant keeper (first class) in the Department of Entomology.
A good all-round zoologist, capable botanist, and strenuous and enthusiastic worker at the groups of insects which more especially appealed to him, Waterston was also a prolific writer, and, commencing in the year 1903, published no fewer than one hundred and sixty-four entomological papers. While the majority of these more particularly concern the systematist, the list includes pamphlets on fleas and lice (in the British Museum" Economic" series), and a valuable paper on the bionomics of sand-flies (Phlebotomus), issued in 1922 as one of the results of his field experience in Macedonia. Among the projects abruptly terminated by Waterston's untimely death is a monograph of the British No. 3160, VoL. 125]
Mallophaga, for which a portion of the text and many of the illustrations had already been prepared. Waterston's wide knowledge was ever at the service of those who sought his aid, and few of those who did so and found him at work at his table in South Kensington can fail to have been struck with his marvellous gifts as a dissector of tiny insects. To see him disarticulate, and display on a microscope slide, the mouth-parts or genitalia of a Chalcid, which itself measured but a millimetre or two in length, was a lesson in technique noteasilyforgotten.
E. E . AUSTEN.
MR. HUGH s. R. ELLIOT.
BY the lamentable aeroplane accident which occurred at Hampton in Middlesex on May 6, an able and popular writer on scientific and philosophical subjects has been removed from our midst at the early age of forty-nine years. Mr. Hugh Samuel Roger Elliot was born on April 3, 1881. His father was the Hon. H.F. H . Elliot, son of the third Earl of Minto ; and he himself was a cousin of the present earl. He was educated at Eton and at Trinity College, Cambridge. But his career at Cambridge was cut short through the outbreak of the South African War in 1899, when he obtained a commission in the Coldstream Guards.
On leaving the army in 1902, Mr. Elliot devoted himself largely to scientific and philosophical studies. His first considerable literary undertaking was to edit the two volumes of "The Letters of John Stuart Mill", which appeared in 1910. This piece of work he accomplished with conspicuous care and thoroughness ; and his estimate of Mill's character and achievements in the introduction is remarkably just and discerning. Unfortunately, one can scarcely speak in like terms of the book he published two years later, entitled "Modern Science and the Illusions of Professor Bergson". While, no doubt, he did succeed in exhibiting some of the weaknesses of Bergson's philosophy, he had too little patience with Bergson's mode of thought to appreciate its real significance, and his criticism of it was for the most part superficial and ineffective. He was far more at home in the volume he wrote on " Herbert Spencer ", which was one of a series edited by Basil Williams and published in 1917. In his younger days he had been a fervent admirer of Spencer ; and although, after an interval of fifteen years, he had come to see that much of the ' synthetic
